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Pictures: Giant Walls of Plasma Seen on Sun

Most Popular News

Oldest Antarctic Whale Found

The oldest known whale to ply the Antarctic
may suggest whales evolved faster than
thought, researchers say.

"Ghost" Mountains Explained

Stuck in a "deep freeze” for millennia, a
mysterious mountain range deep under the
Antarctic ice is finally coming to light.

Giant Lake Found on Jupiter Moon?
Hidden inside the icy crust of Jupiter's moon
Europa may be a Great Lake-size body of
water, NASA announced today.
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Walls of
Plasma on Sun

Giant Wall of Gas

A giant wall of heated gas rises from the sun's
surface in a false-color photograph taken by solar
observer Stephen Ramsden last Friday. Known as
prominences, these solar features are anchored to
the sun's surface but can extend many tens of
thousands of miles into space.

"If you see [videos] of these things, they're
constantly in motion," said Joseph Gurman, a solar
astronomer at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center
n Maryland.

"The material doesn't actually stay up there for very

long. It's constantly being replenished.”
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Gurman estimated that this particular prominence is
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about 62,000 mies (100,000 kilometers }—or roughly

the wvadth of eight Earths—tall.

(Related: "Su
Solar Observatory.")

The dark section at the bottom of the photograph is
the surface of the sun, which photographer
Ramsden artificially blackened so it wouldn't

overwhelm the other solar features.
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Most Popular News

Oldest Antarctic Whale
Found

The oldest known whale to
ply the Antarctic may suggest
whales evolved faster than thought,

researchers say.
: 3- Explained
Stuck in a "deep freeze
for millennia, a mysterious mountain
range deep under the Antarctic ice

5 finally coming to ight.

Giant Lake Found on
Jupiter Moon?

Hidden inside the icy crus
of Jupiter's moon Europa may be a
Great Lake-size body of water,
NASA announced today.

"Ghost" Mountains
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